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Minutes of October Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council
held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on
Wednesday, 8th October 2014 at 4.00 p.m.



PRESIDING:	Councillor Mark Casey, Cathaoirleach.


MEMBERS PRESENT:	Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 
	John Duffy, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 
Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey, 
Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 
Pat O’Toole,  Peggy Nolan,  Paul Ross
Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.  
                                                                         
                                                                        
IN ATTENDANCE:            Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.
				Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.
				Mr. Barry Lynch, Director of Services/Head of Finance.
				Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.
				Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.
				Mr. Cathaldus Hartin, Acting Senior Executive Planner.
				Ms. Clare Bannon, Assistant Planner.
				
					

APOLOGY:			Councillor P.J. Reilly. 

						
MEETINGS 
ADMINISTRATOR:	Ms. Anne Lee.



PRESENTATION BY NABC (National Anti Bullying Coalition).

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Monica Monaghan,  Ms. Josephine Kenny and 
Ms. Mary Lillis from the National Anti Bullying Coalition.



Ms. Monaghan, Chief Executive Officer, NABC, addressed the members on the aims of the National Anti Bullying Coalition and replied to the following queries from the members:-

· Funding.
· Research.
· Suicide Awareness.
· Harassment 

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council support the National Anti Bullying Coalition.


SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

St. Christopher’s Services, Longford.

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Casey, proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow the members discuss the following correspondence received from the office of the Minister for Health.

The Cathaoirleach read the following email received from Mr. Leo Varadkar, Minister for Health  -

“Thank you for your recent request that I meet with a deputation from Longford County Council and St. Christopher's Centre, Longford concerning funding for St. Christopher's Centre. 

Given my commitments at Cabinet, in the Dáil and Seanad, in my Department, in the media and the public functions I have to do, there simply is not sufficient time to agree to your request.”

All the members expressed dissatisfaction with the response received from the Minister for Health and it was unanimously agreed that Mr. Leo Varadkar, T.D., Minister for Health, be again requested to meet a deputation from Longford County Council.

Councillor Pat O’Toole (who is C.E.O. of St. Christophers Services) thanked the Cathaoirleach, members and staff who attended the meeting of the Parents of St Christopher's on the 30th September and the Rally on the 3rd October in Longford town. Councillor O’Toole informed the members that Deputies Bannon and Troy are raising the issue in Dail Eireann today. Councillor O’Toole also outlined the consequences of the proposed cut in funding to St. Christophers Services.

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed that a Special Meeting of the Council be held at 6.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 22nd October 2014 to consider this issue further.



ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 10th September 2014 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 17th September 2014 were confirmed and adopted.


MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Staffing Embargo  -  Notice of Motion from Councillor M. Mulleady – September 2014 Meeting.

It was noted that a reply is pending from Mr. Alan Kelly, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding the staffing embargo.


CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 9th July 2014, which had been circulated, were noted.


CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.

The Chief Executive Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that exact details be provided in the Summary of Chief Executive Orders.  The Head of Finance to seek clarification regarding this request under the Data Protection legislation.

Councillor J. Browne was informed that €20,240.00 plus V.A.T was the consultant fees for a survey of services and conditions of the link road connecting the N63 to N5.


MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, which was circulated with the Agenda, was noted.



INFRASTRUCTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL & EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Deputation to the National Roads Authority.

Letter dated 22nd September 2014 received from the National Roads Authority regarding meeting with a deputation from Longford County Council, which was circulated with the Agenda, was considered.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock it was agreed that the Council accept Friday, 14th November 2014 for the meeting.

The following to form the deputation  -

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Casey.
Councillors C. Murray, J. Duffy, S. Butler, P. O’Toole, M. Sexton and G. Warnock.
Mr. T. Caffrey, Chief Executive and Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services.

It was further agreed that Deputies Bannon and Troy be requested to attend the meeting. 

A meeting of the deputation to discuss the proposed Agenda to be held at 3.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 11th November 2014.


Notice of Motion.

N4 Dual Carriageway.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Loughrey and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady.

"I request an update on previously proposed N4 dual carriageway from Mullingar to Tomiskey, in particular what it means for landowners in the preferred route corridor"

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that the Scheme is currently suspended due to funding constraints.  The route corridor is being maintained, and any planning applications within the 200 meters strip are referred to the National Roads Authority for assessment prior to decision on a case by case basis.


Works on the Footpaths on Main Street, Longford.

Councillor J. Browne proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that the works on Main Street be continued to the end of Main Street.


Boil Water Notice in Newtowncashel.

Councillor G. Farrell proposed and Councillor M.  Casey seconded that representatives from Irish Water be requested to address a public meeting in Newtowncashel to explain the “Boil Water Notice” and its resolution.

It was further agreed, on the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Casey, that representatives from Irish Water be requested to attend a meeting of Longford County Council.





FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, HOUSING & BUILDING.

Public Liability Claims.
It was noted that eight  public liability claims were received in September 2014.


I.T. Sub-Committee.

It was agreed that the following Councillors be nominated to the I.T. Sub-Committee  -

Councillors J. Duffy, C. Murray, S. Butler, M. Cahill, G. Warnock and M. Casey.


Disposal of Property at Rathmore, Aughnacliffe, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Duffy seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at Rathmore, Aughnacliffe, County Longford to David Fagan in accordance with the terms of  Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the  24th September 2014.




ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE,
CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, 
PLANNING & BUILDING CONTROL.


Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.


Nomination of one member to the Longford Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the members that the Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association is renamed the Longford/Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association.

Councillor J. Duffy proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Councillor Michael Carrigy be nominated to the Longford Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that Councillor Pat O’Toole be nominated to the Longford Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association.

Following a “show of hands”, Councillor Michael Carrigy was deemed elected to the Longford Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association.

Chief Executive’s Report on submissions received during  the consultation period in relation to the Draft Longford County Development Plan 2015 – 2021. 

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, stated that the purpose of the presentation is to discuss the Chief Executive’s response & recommendations to the key submissions received during public consultation period in relation to the Draft Longford County Development Plan 2015 - 2021. 

Mr. Cathaldus Hartin, Acting Senior Executive Planner, addressed the meeting as follows  -

1.  Submissions received as part of public consultation - 29 submissions received.
1.  Recommendations in respect of the preparation of the Draft Plan.
1.  Diverse range of individuals/bodies with many complex areas covered. 
1.  Two important issues identified for discussion;
       - Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government submission
       - Promotion of the Economy and Tourism sector.
1. Wind Energy- Update. 

Key Submissions -
Summary
0. Identified issues in relation to the level of residentially zoned lands and lands zoned as ‘strategic reserve’.
0. Status of Rural Service Settlements in the Draft Plan.
0. Approach taken to Retail Strategy (vacancy levels).
0. Flood Risk.

Response
1. DP & HS fully considered prevailing economic and local market conditions including;
1. Extant planning Permissions
1. Vacant Housing Stock

This was outlined to the department who were in agreement with the approach taken.

Specific further details were also set out in the Chief Executive’s Report in relation to. 

1. Rural Service Settlements
1. Strategic Reserve
1. Retail Strategy
4. Flood Risk Assessment undertaken. 

Recommendation
1. It was not recommended that the Plan is changed. However, in the interest of clarity a rationale in relation to housing provision was recommended for inclusion as part of the Core Strategy approach outlined in the Plan. 

Key Submissions were also received around the theme of economic development and
the role of tourism in acting as a tool to promote the County’s economic 
development. 

The main contributors in this area were. 
 
1. Fáilte Ireland
1. Midland Regional Planning Authority
1. Keep Ireland Open
1. Coillte 

In response it was recommended to develop the tourism strategy as part of the Draft Plan identifying initiatives including flagship projects for the County for the plan period. Associated mapping was recommended for inclusion alongside the specific tourism and economic policy proposed. 

All other submissions and their associated recommendations including SEA, AA and SFRA were identified. 

Regenerating Longford - Stable, Safe, Educated and Enterprising Community.
                
Outside the remit of the Chief Executive’s Report the issue of antisocial behaviour and the negative effect on the County’s ability to realise its potential was identified. It was indicated that mechanisms for regeneration in Longford would be investigated.  

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock it was agreed that the Draft Longford County Development Plan be amended as recommended in the Chief Executive’s Report. 

Copies of the proposed amendments will be subject to SEA/AA and placed on public display for four weeks with public submissions invited. 

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that the land at the rear of the Convent Building in Lanesboro be identified for social and recreational use and that the relevant zoning objective associated with said lands be amended to reflect this. 


Preparation of Register of Electors 2015 – 2016.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that the Draft Register of Electors is currently being prepared and requested the members to assist by checking the Register for submissions, additions, amendments etc. before the 21st October 2014. 


Joint Policing Committee Guidelines.

Mr. F. Sheridan referred to the Joint Policing Committee Revised Guidelines, which were circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.  The Joint Policing Committee will offer local authority elected members, An Garda Siochana, members of the Oireachtas and members of the public, through a partnership model, the opportunity to make a significant impact on the quality of daily life for all citizens.



· Membership of Joint Policing Committee.

            Longford County Council    -     Thirteen elected members.

· Two members of the Oireachtas.
· Chief Executive (ex-officio member)
· Two Garda Officers.
· Six persons representing community based organisations   - 

It was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillors P. Loughrey               that Councillors P. O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, M. Mulleady, M. Cahill, P. Loughrey, S. Butler             G. Warnock and M. Casey be appointed to the Joint Policing Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor C. Murray that Councillors P. Ross, P. Nolan, P. Brady, J. Browne and G. Farrell be appointed to the Joint Policing Committee.

The Cathaoirleach declared that Councillors P. O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, M. Mulleady, 
M. Cahill, P. Loughrey, S. Butler, G. Warnock, M. Casey, P. Ross, P. Nolan, P. Brady, 
J. Browne and G. Farrell  be appointed to the Joint Policing Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Casey seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was agreed that Councillor Gerry Warnock be appointed Chairperson of the Joint Policing Committee.


Boards of Local Development Companies.

Letter dated 22nd September 2014 received by The Chairperson of the County and City Management Association from Mr. Donal Enright, Principal, Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government in relation to the Boards of Local Development Companies was noted.


Notice of Motion 

Meeting with the I.D.A.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -

‘That Longford County Council invites the new CEO of the IDA, Mr. Martin Shanahan, to prioritise a visit to Longford and to meet with this Council. Should that prove problematic, we request a visit to meet the CEO by a delegation from this Council as a matter of urgency’

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded Mr. Shanahan regarding this request.




General Items.


Notices of Motions.

Rural Broadband.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill  -

“That this Council seeks a meeting with the Minister for Communications in relation the cessation of the NBS and to stress the need for rural broadband for counties like Longford.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Alex White and a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Association of Irish Local Government.


Fampyra Drug.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell –

“That this Council writes to the Minister for Health requesting that the drug  "Fampyra" be made available through one of the HSE payment schemes. As Multiple Sclerosis sufferers cannot afford the cost of this drug and in turn are not availing of its benefits.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Varadkar and a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Association of Irish Local Government.

Councillor P. Brady informed the meeting that this issue will be considered at the next Health Forum meeting.


Correspondence  -  circulated with Agenda.

Letter received from Granard Municipal District Committee requesting the support of the Education and Training Board members regarding the Youth Outreach Service was noted.

Letter dated 2nd September received from the Office of the Minister for Housing and Planning regarding housing grants was noted.

Letter dated 23rd September 2014 received from Mr. Philip Reynolds, on behalf of the Reynolds family was noted.

Letter dated 8th September 2014 received from Irish Water regarding Water Charges Plan Consultation was noted.


December Meeting of Longford County Council.

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Casey, proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that the December meeting of the Council be held in the Peer Inn, Lanesboro.


Longford Westmeath Education and Training Board.

Councillor S. Butler informed the meeting that he was appointed Vice Chairperson of the Longford Westmeath Education and Training Board.
Youth Outreach Service in Granard  -  Councillor Butler will refer this issue to the next E.T.B. Meeting.


Update regarding St. Christophers Services.

Councillor P. Ross informed the meeting that Deputy James Bannon discussed the financial crisis at St. Christophers Services with An Taoiseach, who will liaise with the Minister for Health.


Conferences -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.


VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McDonagh family, Farnagh Hill, Longford on the death of Ann McDonagh.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Donohoe family, Carra, Granard on the death of Tom Donohoe.

Councillor P. Loughrey proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Mullen family, Killoe on the death of Tommy Mullen.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Robinson family, Aughadegnan, Longford on the death of Cormac Robinson.

Councillor P. O’Toole proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the late Fr. Joe Briley, Drumraney, Athlone.

Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Tynan family, Breany, Ardagh on the death of Kathleen Tynan.


Civic Reception – Longford Town Football Club.

The Cathaoirleach informed the meeting that a Civic Reception will be held on Sunday, 12th October 2014 at the Market Square, Longford to honour  the Longford Town Football Club who won the 2014 SSE Airtricity League First Division.

Councillor G. Warnock addressed the meeting regarding the need for the local authority to liaise with the F.A.I. regarding the appointment of a Community Development Officer.



This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.


Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
12th November 2014.


Signed: _______________
             Cathaoirleach.
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